.inthe Arkansas Valley

Thomas Nuttall, a renowned British botanist, traveled up the Arkansas
River and his notes on early Arkansas are highly regarded. His account
of climbing Dardanelle Rock can be found in his book, “A Journal of
Travels into the Arkansas Territory during the year 1819, with occasional
Observations on the Manners of the Aborigines.”

On June 2, 2011, Dardanelle Rock Natural
Area was featured in two KATV Channel
7 live weather segments as part of an

eight-week promotional campaign series %:%_i

sponsored by KATV and the Department
of Arkansas Heritage. This year, the
commission added central Arkansas radio
stations to its media outreach, amplifying
our “voice” to inspire support of our
conservation endeavors. These segments
aired 290 times in April and May, relating
that Arkansas’s rich and diverse natural
heritage includes fireflies, frogs, and
other amazing animals and plants, and
the special places they live. The central
theme of our message stressed that
natural heritage is passed from one

-

generation to the next. Above: View of the Arkansas River from atop Dardanelle Rock Natural Area.

H.E. Flanagan Prairie Natural Area is one of the highest
quality prairie remnants in the Arkansas Valley. Native
prairies in the Arkansas Valley differ from other prairies
in the state because their soils were formed from
shale. With ten rare species supported by this natural
area, much of its biota is representative of a once vast
135,000-acre tallgrass prairie ecosystem in western
Arkansas. Using the 1/8 Cent Conservation Sales Tax
funding increase for land acquisition authorized by
Governor Beebe in 2009, a 74-acre addition in FY2011
brings the natural area to a total of 340 acres in state
conservation ownership. There are known occurrences
of the rare ornate box turtle on the new tract, and,
during a recent bird survey, staff observed Sprague’s
Pipit, a rare and declining prairie songbird. ANHC
commissioners visited this natural area after their May
10th meeting at Mt. Magazine State Park to see first-
hand the positive results of our stewardship efforts.

Left: A yellow variant of Indian paintbrush at H.E. Flanagan Prairie Natural
Area.
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Commission staff completed inventories of natural communities and rare
species found on tallgrass prairies in the Arkansas Valley during the 2008 and
2009 field seasons. Funded in part by a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service grant,
the results of these biota surveys determined the focus of the commission’s
acquisition priorities leading to this year’s 74-acre addition at H.E. Flanagan
Prairie Natural Area. Based on demonstrated quality of our work and effective
grants administration by our professional staff, the commission received an
additional FY2011 federal fund allocation to enhance rare plant field inventory
work throughout the state.




